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CASE. 


Mixt Communion, 


Whether it be lawful to Separate from a Church 
zpon the Account of promiſcuous Congrega- 
tions and mixt Communions ? 


X HE Foundation of this Pretence ſeems to be 

the great miſtakeof ſome Men concerning the 

| matter whereof the Church of Chriſt 1s to 

be compoſed, which they will have to be, only real 
Saints and perſons endowed with inherent and ſubſtan- 
tial holineſs ; Accordingly finding in the Communion 
of our Church many corrupt Members, who lived not 
anſwerable to their Holy Vocation, they, for that rea- 
ſon,amongſt ſome othersalledg'd by them,cry her down 
as no true Church, or, which is all one,deal by hegas if 
ſhe was o totally ſeparating from her Communion and 
ſetting up Churches of their own, conſiſting wholly 
of Perſons, in their Judgment, far more pure, that is, 
really holy and SanQtified. Into this moſt falſe and 
A 2 ; dangerous 


Palm 39. 18. 
Amos8. 7. 


by Sam, 2 4 


all d and ſeparated from thereſt of the World to God, 


ee The Caſe of Mixt Communion. 
dangerous-conceit concerning the matter of the Chri- 


ſtian Church, I cannot tell what it is that ſhould 


miſlead them, unleſs ir be, 


The not rightly underſtanding the notion of that 


holineſs,that ſo often in Scripture is applied to the vi- 
ſible Church of God. There is a twofold holineſs in 
cripture, Iherent and Relative. 

Iberent holineſs, and that can be in none properly 
but God, Angelsand Men ; 7» God eſſentially and ori- 
ginally , as he is rhe moſt perfet Being, in whom 
all excellencies do poſleſs infinite perfection ; As it's 
applied to God, it does not only ſignific a perfect free- 
dum in him from all thoſe ſinful impureties, wherewith 
the ſons of men are tainted, bur all the.excellencies of 
the Divine nature, as wiſdom, goodneſs, and power, 
and a /aper-eminent and incommunicable greatneſs in 
them Mid - hence he 1s call'd 7he holy One of Iſrael, the 
exceliency of Jacob, ſaid to ſwear by his holineſs, that is, 


Pfalm 89. 35. by himfelt, and there is none holy as the Lord , ſaid 


Hannah, for there is none beſides thee, none holy Befides 
thee, as the Septuagiut renders it, none comparable to 
thee in the heighth arfll greatneſs of all thy excellencies. 
tr Angels and Men, by way of participation, and as far 


as their natures are capable, hence thereare holy Angels, 


and holy Men. 

Relative holineſs, which when it's applied to per- 
fons, may be more properly calld federal, and this is 
founded in the relation, perſons and things have to 
God, and the nature of it conſiſts in a ſeparation of 
them from common uſes, and in appropriating of them 
to the peculiar ufe and ſervice of God : hence the Sab- 
bath is call'd an holy day, Fudea an holy Land, Ferw 
ſalem an holy City, and the Church and People of God 
an holy - Church, that is, a Body or Society of men 
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to worſhip him in a way diſtinguiſh'd 


from the reſt of 


the World, having Laws and Promiſesand Rites of Wor- 


ſhip peculiar and appropriate to themſelves; This ac- , 
count God himſelf gives of it, 7 have ſeparated you, 
fays he to the {ſraclites, from ether people , that you 
ſhould be mine, and ye ſhall bean holy people unto me. 


Levit.20.24. 


- For the ſame reaſon do we find that whole « hurch of 


the Jews, even then when its members had generally Deut. g. 12. 
very much corrupted themſelves, werea rebeutuus people, nh. Lol 
a crooked generation, yet upon the account of their 
being ſeparated to God, and in covenant with him, 
ſtifd by Moſes and other inſpir'd men, his ſaints, hzs Dent. 7.6: 
holy people, his peculiar treaſure: For the ſame reaſon FR 1256 
alſo did the Apoſtles dignifie thoſe Churches to whom 
they wrote, with thote great and glorious titles ; of 4;u, #1:4c- 
ſaints, the ſanftified; the call'd and choſen in Chriſt 0%, Wax: 
Feſus ; becauſe they, as of old the Jews, had entertain'd 7** 
the profeſſion of a Religion, diſtin from others of 
the World, whereby they mighs be excited to the at- 
tainment of thoſe excellencies , which in the object 
of their Worthip they did admire and adore ; and 
thoſe Names being of as large a meaning as that of 
Chriſtian, ſhew rather what they ought to have been, 
than aſſure us what they really were; for amongft 
thoſe Saints were found ſtrange immortalitiesaltogether 
contradictory to the facredneſs of their Vocation. 

But does not the Apoſtle fay, Chri/t loved the Church Eph. 5. 25. 
and gave himſelf for it , that he might ſanclifie and 


cleanſe it by the waſhing of water by the Word, that 


he might preſent it to himſelf a glorious Church, not 
having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, but that it” 
fhould be holy and without Blemiſh Y 

I anfiwer ; Holineſs in this place maſt be confeſt to 
be meant a real and inward holineſs ; but then by 
Church, is nor to-be underſtood the - whole complex: 
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| Body of the Univerſal Church in this World, but either 
that part of it that in this World is really, tho' imper- 
fetly, . holy, and is every, day preſfling forwards to 
higher degrees of it, or elſe that Church which ſhall 
be in the future ſtate, when -all the corrupt and un- 
ſound Members ſhall be by death and the final deciſion. 
of God, for ever excommunicated out of it, and all 
the Members that remain in it, only ſuch as were in 
ſome acceptable degrees holy here, and ſhall then, be 
perfeted in holineſs. Neither is this to make two 
Churches of Chriſt , as the Dozatiſts objeted, one, 
in which good and bad are mingled together, and 
another, in which there are good alone ; but only to 
ail;gn two different ſtates of the ſame Church, the one 
inthis World,compos'd of good and bad,externally holy 
in reſpe& of all by vocation, and internally holy in re- 
ſpe& of ſome in it by fanctification ; the other in the 
next World, where there ſhall be a ſeparation made be- 
twixt the Sheep and the Goats, and all remaining in 
the Church, ſuch, as ſhall at once be perfeatly holy 
and compleatly happy : This is that Church which 
Chriſt - ſhall preſent to himſelf, glorious, not having 
ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing, but holy and with- 
out blemiſh. | eres 

"This being ſpupos'd, all that will be needful to fay, 
in anſwer to this Queſtion, may be comprehended 
under theſe three Propoſitians. 


I. That an external Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith 
is enough to qualifie a perſon to be admitted a Member of 
Chriſt's Church. 

2. That every ſuch Member has a right to all the 
external Priviledges of the Church, till h his continu- 
ance in ſome notorious and ſcandalous fins he has forfeited 
that right, agd by the juſt cenſures of the Charch he, be 
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for ſuch behaviour aftually excluded from thoſe Pri- | 
viledges. | , 
'  3- That ſome corrupt and ſcandalous Members res: 
maining in the Communion, through the want of the due 
exerciſe of diſcipline in it, or the negligence and conni- 
wance of the Governours and Paſtors of it, gives no ſuch 
cauſe to any to Separate from her. 


I begin with the firſt ; 'That an external Profeſſion: 
of the Chriſtian Faith, &c. ” | | 

This Profeſſion in grown and adult perſons 1s to be 
made by themſelves ; Thus it was at the firſt erection 
of the Chriſtian Church, when Perſons by the Preach- 
ing and Miracles of the Apoſtles were converted from 
the Pagan Superſtition and Jewiſh Religion to the;Chrt- 
ſtian Faith; they were to believe, and with the Zu. 3s 5: 27: 
wach to declare their belief, 7 belzeve that Feſus Chriſt 
zs the Son of God, | | 


| In Infants and Children not grown up to years. of 
diſcretion,by their Parents,and thoſe who at the requeſt 
of their Parents, do-together with them undertake for 
them. So greatan intereſt and propriety have Parents 
in their Children, fo intire an afteion and concern for 
their good and happineſs, ſo: unqueſtionable an autho- 
rity over them, ſo binding and obligatory areall their 
reaſonable commands upory them, that we have good 
grounds to. believe, that they that are born ot Chrittian 
Parents will be brought up'in the Chriſtian Religion, 
and at years of underſtanding - take upon themlelves 
what their Parents and Sureties promis'd tor them; and 
upon this account that profeſſion of Faith made by 
others at their Baptiſm, in their behalf, may in a ta- 
- Vourable ſenſe be reckon'd, as made by themſelves ; ſo 
God accounted it in the Fewiſh Church, upon the ac- 
£ount of their Parents being ,in covenant with God, 

were 
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were the Children of the Jews eſteem'd an holy Seed, 


and at eight days old admitted by Circumeifioninto the 
fame Church and Covenant with them ; Andthe fame © 


_ reaſon holds for admitting Children born of Chriſtian 


Parents into the Chrittian Church by the Rite of Bap- 
tiſm, which is the Sign and Scal of the Covenant un-' 
der the Goſpel, as Circumciſion was of that under the 
Law. Now that this external profeſſion, without any 
farther ſigns of faving Grace, is ground ſufficient for 
thoſe with whom God hath entruſted the Keys and 
Government of his Church to admit perſons into-it, 
will appear from theſe particulars : 7? 


1; This is the qualification preſcrib'd by our Lord : 


heis the Head and Founder of his Church, to him there- 
fore does it appertain to appoint the terms and condi- 


tions of admiſſton into it, and what thefe are, we may 


learnfrom that commiſſion he gave his Apoſtles when 


he ſent them out to gather a Church under him, 0vz. 
the becoming his Diſciples ; Go ye therefare and teach. 
all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father , 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Teach all Na- 
tions, uaS+mwore, Diſciple all Nations ; Now a Diſciple 
is properly one, not that has already attain'dto the f 

knowledg and faving effe&s of the Gofpel, but only 


_ underſtands ſo much of it,as to-be willing to be admit- 


ted into the Chriſttan Church,in order to his being far- 


ther taught the one,and to havethe other more through- 


Iy wrought in him. Whether men are ſincere in ther 
profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, and in their deſires-to 
be admitted Members of Chriſt's Church, and whe- 
ther this great Privileds and Bleffing of Church- 


memberſhip-will be effeCtual, to produce in them that * 
regeneration and new creature, for which it was de- 
Fgrd, the Paſtors agd Governours of the Church 


.cannot 


———— 


-cannot know ; This their bare profeſſion and deſire.is 
.enough to give them a title to-1t and qualification for 
.t. By this rule the Apoſtites of Chriſt walktas to this 
-particular , even when they liv'd with him here on 
Earth, and were under-his immediate direQion : 7he 
Phariſees heard that Feſus made and Baptiz'd more 
Diſciples than John, tho" Jeſus himſelt did not. Baptize, 
but his Diſciples. Now it, as it was tam'd hos and 
is not in the Text contradicted, Jeſus's Diſciples Bap- 
tizd more than. John, it follows that they baptiz'd 
more than were ſincere, when weread that ſo few, not 
above an Hundred and Twenty continued with Chriſt 
to the 1alt. Acts 1. 15. 
2. It appears from the Apoſtles praCtice afterwards 4 

4r- admitting perſons into the Church. Nothing but a 

proteſs'd willingneſs to receive the Goſpel, tho they 

recety'd itnot from the heart, was requir'd by them, in 
* 'order'to it :[The Text tells us, that they that gladly 

receiv d - $t.Peter's words were baptiz'd, and the ſame acts 2. ar. 
day were added to the Church about 3000 ſouls ; It's 

true, St. Peter exhorted them all to.repent in.prder.to 

it, bu: whether they did fo or no, heſtay'd not for 
;proot, . from. their bringing | forth fruits worthy of 
repentance, but preſently upon their profeſt willing 

reception .of the Word they were baptizd and added 

to the Church. One might have been apt to ſuſpeCt,that 

amonglt ſo great a number, all would not prove ſin- 7 
cere Converts, and fo it fell out ; Ananias and Saphira ,q,  ., 
were two of: the number, in whom ye know, that glad ads 5.1,2,3 
reception of the Goſpel was found to be but groſs 
hypocriſie. By the fame rule St. Ph:/;p proceeded 

in planting the Church at Samaria; when the People 

ſeeing the miracles he did, gave heed to the dottrine he O'S. 1%: 
taught ,. concerning the Kingdom of Heaven, and the 

Name of Jeſus, and declar'd their belief of it, without 
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John 4. 2. 


any 


WR 


Acts 8. 20. 


ver, 13. 


* 


2 Tim. 4.10. 
1 Tim, 1. 19. 


woſe - former notorious Crirnes of Sorcery, Witch- 
craft and Blaſphemy,; might have given juſt grounds 
of fear to the holy Deacon, that his Faith was but 
hypocritical, and his Heart not right in the ſight of 
God, as appear'd afterwards, yet upon his believing, 


he was Baptiz'd.; ſuch other Members. of Chriſt's 


Church were Demas, Hymeneus, and Alexander, they 
had nothing, it ſeems, but a bare outward profeſſion 
of the Faith, to entitle them to that Priviledg, ſince 
afterwards, as we read, the one embrac'd this prefent 
World, and the other two made ſhipwrack of Faith and 
a good Conſcience. 


' 3- This appears from the repreſentation Chriſt hath 


made of his Church in the Goſpel, fore-inſtrufting his 


Diſciples by many Parables, that it ſhould conſiſt of a- 
mixture of good and bad. It is a Field wherein Wheat 


and Tares grow up together; A Net wherein are Fiſhes 


013-2425 of all forts; A Flour in which is laid up folid Corn and 


verſ(. 47. 
Mat. 3. 12. 
John 15. 1. 


2 Tim, 2. 20. 


Mat. 25. 


Se. Heer. dial. 
C0N, Lucifer. 


light Chaft; A Vine on which are fruitful and barren 
Branches ; A great Houſe wherein are Veſlels of: Gold 
and Silver,and Veſſels of leſſer value, Wood and Earth;; 
A Marriage feaſt, where are wiſe and foolith Virgins, 
ſome with wedding garments, and ſome without, ſome 
had Oyl,and ſome but empty Lamps ; St.Hierome com 
pares 1t to Noah's Ark, wherein were preſerv'd Beaſts 
clean and unclean ; when the Apoſtle faid, 7hey are 


Arca Noe Es not all Iſrael that - are of Iſrael , his meaning was, 


Ciefte EYPHUS. 


Rom. 9. 6, 


that in the Jewi/h Church many more were Circum- 
cisd in [the Fleſh , than what were Circumcis'd in 
Heart ; and when our Saviour faid , many are cal d, 
but few choſen , he declar'd the fame thing , that-in 
his Church many more were-calld and admitted 

: | ___ -\mto 
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any farther examination they were Baptized both Mon ; 
and Women: And amongſt them was Sb» Magus, 


SA 


 -The Caſe of Mixt Communion. -9 4 


into itby Baptiſm,than what were ſanftified by his Spi- 

rit, or ſhould be admitted into his Heaven. 

' 4. The many corrupt and vicious Members in the 
Churches, which the Apoſtle themſelves had planted, 
is another proof of this ; The number whereof, inall 
likelihood, eould not have been fo great, had they 
been ſo cautious and ſcrupulous,as to admit none into 
them, but whom in their judgments they thought to 

be really holy. - In the Church of Corinth there were , @,,. .. . 
many, that had not the knowledg of God, that de= ver. 12.” 
nied the Reſurrection of the Dead, that came Drunk 2 Cor. 12.20, 
to the Lords Table, that were Fornicators, Unclean ; &ox. 7. 
and Contentious Perſons. In the Church of Galaria 
there were many that Nauſeated the Bread of Life,and 
made it their Choice,to pick and eat the rubbiſh of the 
partition wall, which Chriſt had demoliſht ; The Rites 
of the Law which expired at the death of Chriſt , 
they attempted to pull out of their Graves, and to give 
a Reſurrection to them ; They were ſo much gone off 
from the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, to weak and beg- 
garly Rudiments , obſerving Days and Months, and 
Times and Years;that by reaſon of this their Superſti- 
tion, St. Paul ſignifi'd his fears of quite loſing them, 
and that his labour was beſtowed upon them in 
vain. 

Amongſt all the Seven Churches in 4ja, there, was 
not one but what had receiv'd ſuch Members into ir, 
_ that were either very Cold & Lukewarm in their Re- 
ligion,or by their Vicious Lives proved aReproach and 
Scandal to it ; The Church of Sardis fo ſwarm'd with 
theſe, that St. Joh» tells us, that therewere. but afewp,,  , 
names in Sardis that had not defil d their garments. * © 
Now if the Apoſtles of our Lord, who had the ex- 
traordinary* afſiſtances of the Holy Ghoſt , for the 
Hiſcerning of Spirits at that time, and were thereby 

" BEE EE» . enabl'd 


Gal.3.7,10,17. 
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that they apprehended that 'twas the will of Chriſt it 
ſhould be ſo. fy 
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enabl'd far beyond what any of their Succeffors cat 
pretend to , to diſtinguiſh betwixt the good and: the 
bad, -did notwiſtanding admit many meer formal 
Profeſſors into the Churchof Chriſt, we may conclude 


5.- No other rule in admitting perſons into - the 
Church is practicable. . Whether Perſons are really: 
holy and truly regenerate-or no, the Officers of Chriſt 
xvho know not the hearts of Men , cannot make a 
certain judgment of, they may through want of judgs 
ment be deceiv'd, through the ſubtilty of hypocrites 
be imposd upon, through humane frailty, paſſion or 
prejudice,be miſguided,and by thismeans, many-times, 
the door may be open'd to the bad, and ſhut againſt 
the good ; Now that cannot beſuppos'd to be a rule of 
Chritt's appointment, which is either impoſlible-to be 
obſerv'd, or in obſerving which,the Governours of his 
Church cannot be. ſecurd from a&ting wrongfully and 
injuriouſly to Men. : | | 

In ſum , Chriſt hath entruſted the- power of the 
Keys into the hands of an Order of Men whons he 
hath ſet over his Church, and who, under him, are to 
manage the Afairs of it, but theſe being but-Farthes 
veſſels, of ſhort and fallible underſtandings, he - has 
not left the execution of their Office to be manag'd 
ſolely by their own prudence and diſcretion , but 
hath given [them a certain 'publick Rule to go by , 
both in admitting perſons inte his Church , -and in 
excluding. them: out of it; for the one, the Rule is, 
open and ſolemn profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith ; for 
the: other, open. and, ſcandalous. Offences, prov'd. by 
witneſks.. iam 25 ; F 
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© 2. The ſecond Propoſition is, That every ſuch. Mem 
ber ' has a right to all the external Priviledges of the 
Charch, till by his continuance in ſome notorious and 
Seandalous fins he forfeits that right., and by the juſt 
cenfures of the Church for ſuch behaviour he be atlually 
excladed from thoſe Priviledges. 


For the explanation and proof of this. Propoſition, | 


theſe: three particulars are. to, be'done : (1.) What's 
meant by external Priviledges 2 (2.) What kind- of 
Offenders thoſe are tliat forfeit their right to them, and 
ought by the Cenſures of the Church to be excluded 
from them? (3.) Upon what the right of thoſe 
Members that have not fo offended, is grounded > 

1. What's meant by external Priviledges? As there 
are two ſorts of Members in Chriſt's viſible Church, fo 
there are two ſorts of Priviledges that belong to then ; 
each fort having thoſe that are proper and peculiar to 
it, according.to the nature of that relation they bear 
to the Head and their fellow Members. 

xi. There are Members only by federal or covenant- 
holineſs, ſuch as are only born of water , when by 
Baptiſm they were unned to Chriſt and the Church 
and took upon them the Profeiiion and Practice of 
the Chriſtian Religion ; Now the Priviledges that be- 
long to theſe are of the fame make with their Churh- 
memberſhip, . external, and conſiſting only 1n an out- 
ward and publick:Communion with the Church-ia the 
Word and Ordinances. - : or 

+ 2. Thereare Members by real and inherent holineſs, 
fuch as are not only born of Water , but of the Spirit 
alſo , when by the. inward- operations of the Holy 
Ghoſt their Souls are renew'd after the Image'of God, 
and made partakers of a Divine Nature; And the 

| WM Priviledges 


Priviledges that belong to theſe, are not only the fore- 
mentioned ones, but together with them, others that 
are ſatable to their more ſpiritual relation, inward , 
and ſuch” as confiit in the eſpecial and particular care 
and protection -of God, the-pardon and remiſſion of 
their ſins by the Blood of Chriſt, and the gracious in- 
fluences and comforts of the Holy Ghoſt ; All com» 
prehended in that Prayer of the Apoſile for his Cor:- 
thians, The-grace of our Lord -Feſus Chriſt , and the 
lave of God, :and the: communion ' of. the Holy Ghoſt, be 
with you all, Amen. | 
_ Now *tis' of the firſt fort of Members, and that ſort 
- of Priviledgesthat belong to them, that the Propoſition 
ts to be underſtood. | F:0170 
2. What kind of Offenders thoſe are that have for- 
feited their right to, and ought by the Cenſures of the 
Church'to be excluded from thoſe Priviledges ? This 
the Apoſtle hath plainly told us, and our own Church 
{n its Exhortation. tothe Sacrament fairly intimates : 
t Cor. 5. 11. F have wrote anto you, ſays St. Paul, not to keep come 


2 Cor. 13. 14; 


cator, or Covetons, or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a Drun« 


wel 1d much 45 can be, to have nofamilier converiation with 
him” in {civil *matters ( tho ſome muſt be had whilft 


to avoid communion with him in religious exerciſes ; 
and how thar is-to-be done,the Apoſtle tells us, v/z. not 
by-torſtking the Church our felves,bur by doing our ut- 
moſt endeavours to have himcaſt out of 1t:So it tollows, 


"ee 13* Therefore put away from among your ſelves that wicked 
; perſon. And, In :the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
Ine: i d. when ye are gathered together, and my (pirit, with the 


power of 'our Lord Feſus--Chrift, to deliver ſuch an one 
unto Satan for the deftrattion of the fleſh, that the ſpirit 


hog DE- 


——— 


pany, if any Man that is call d a Brother be a Fornis - 


kard, or an Extortioner, no, not to eat ?. Nat only, as 


weare in this World ) but alfo, and more eſpecially, 
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hereunto are the; words of the Exhortation , If avy 
of you be. a blaſphemer of God, a hinderer and flanderer 
of his Word, an Adulterer, or- be in malice or envy, or 
in any other grervous Crime, repent you of your fius., or 
come not to that holy Table. Such {innersas theſe have 
1na manner undone and made void what was done in 
their behalf in Baptiſm ; They ,;þy not performing 
what was then promis'd for them, but living dire&tly 
contrary to it, do virtually renounce that Coyenant 
they then entred into with God in Chriſt, and fall 
back again into the ſtate of Pagans and-Tnjidels ; Their 
Sureties engag'd for them, that they ſhould believe the 
Chriſtian Faith, keep God's Commandments, and're- 
Nounce the World, the Fleſh and the Devil ; But fuch 
habitual notorious Offenders as theſe, ſay,by their Pra- 
Rice, what had they to do to undertake ſueh. things 
for us, we will ſtand to no ſuch engagements, but we 
will be at large, to believe what we pleaſe, and- to 
practice what we fancy, and to worſhip whom we 
think fir ; And thus, as it were, breaking off from being 
in Covenant with God, - and virtually renouncing their 
Church-memberſhip, they; at the ſame time loſe all 
right and title to thoſe Bleſſings and Priviledges that 
were due to them upon the account thereof;;z and in 
this ſad ſtate and condition did the Primitive Chri- 
ſtians reckon all , that had highly and notor.ouſfly 
ſinn'd, amongſt whom eſpecially were the lapſed that 
had offer'd Sacrifice ;, they ſtaid not for 2 formal Sen- 
tence to be pronoune'd againſt them by the Church, 
but lookt upon themas 7pſo fatto excommunicate; and 
tho' till that was paſt, they could nor actually be ſhut 
out, yet they began before to avojd their Company, . 
and to forbear all religious commerce towards them. 

Rvt 1o long as Men keep. in Covengnt with- God, _ 

agen, abi 
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ie Coje-of Mie Comment 
mey' be ſav'd in the day of the ' Lord Feſus. Agteeable 
$ 


2 Cor. 6, 61, 


abide in his Church, -which may be done by hoſding 
that profeſſion of Faith that they made at their firit 
entrance into 1t, their right to the external franchiſes 
of it' remains inviolable, and their title without que- - 
ſtion. As may appear from theſe particulars, | 

1. From the Tenour of that Covenant they im their 
Baptiſm enter'd intowith God ; which conſiſts of Pro- 
miſcs on God's: part, as wel as Conditions on Mans. 
The Promiſes on God's part, -are expreſt in theſe ge- 
neral words, 7 will be their God ; The Conditions on 
Mans, in thoſe, and they ſhall be my People : Now fo 
far. as Men perform the Conditions, {o far will G6d 
make good his Promiſes ; ſa what ſenſe they area People 
to'God, in the fame he'll bea God unto them. If a 


_ bare federal holineſs can give Men a relation to God, 


and God upon that account owns them to bea People 
unto:hun} the ſame gives'them ſome kind of intereſt 
in God; and-a 'claym rothe bleflings that belong to that 
relation ; Not, that ſuch Members as theſe are to expe&t 
thoſe ſpecial and particular favours,that are the portion ' 
of thoſe that are more nearly,and by a-kind of ſpiritual 
conſanguifiity: allied to God in. Chriſt, .but-yet being 


bf God'S#houſhould,areto beallowedthe liberty to par= 


take of} thoſe external bleſſings which he in common 
beſtows upon the whole Family. 

2. From the nature of Church-memberſhip. Church- + 
memberſhip *neceſlarily implies. Church-Communion, 
or elſe it 1;gnifies nothing ; for to be admitted a Mem- 
er of the Church, and not tohavea right'in common 
with rhe Yelt to Church-Priviledges, 'is to be taken in 
with one hand, and-to be thrown out with' the other, 
*tis to be put back into the ſtate of thoſe that are no 


Members, and virtually-to be cut oft from the Body, 
by teing denied all communications with it ; Should 
a Man be admitted a Member of any City or Corpo- 


ration 
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"The Caſe of Mixt Commnnion. © is 
ration, and” yet at the ſame time be denied the privi- 
ledg of his Freedom, and not be permitted to ſet up 
a Trade, to give a Vote, or to Act in any other caſe, 
as other Members do, what would be the diierence 
betwixt him and a Foreigner ? unleſs it be, that his 
condition is rhe worſe, by being mock'd, and abusd 
and cheated with the Name, whulit he has nothing of 

the Priviledges of a Freeman. | 
'_  3- We havethePractice of the Church of God in the 
_ Old Teitament tor this ; The whole Nation of the 
Jews were not only permitted, but commanded by 
God, except in caſes of legal uncleanneſs, and thoſe 
notorious Crimes for which they were to be caſt out of 
the Congregation, to obſerve his Ordinances, and to 
' Joyn an the celebration of his publick. Worſhip, and we 
know they were not all l{rael, that were of Ifrael ; Three 


times a year were a// their Males to appear before the Exod. 23. 14,. 


Lord, to keep Three ſolemn appointed Feaſts unto him ; '* 
Mmany of which, it is to be fear'd, had no other quali- 
fication, than what they were beholden to their birth, 
and the loſs of rheir fore-skin tor ; Again , All the 


Congregation of I{rael were too keep the Paſſover, none p,, , _. _ 


were denied it but foreigners and hired ſervants, and 

they too,no longer, but till they were Circumcisd, and 
thereby admitred inro covenant with God,whichſhews, 

that meer Circumciſion was enough toputa Man into - 
acapacity of Communicating with the Jewiſh Church 

in its moſt ſolemn and ſacred Myſteries. 

4 This was glſo the Prattice of the Chriſtian 
Church in the Apoſtolick Age ; as 1s plainly inti- 
mated unto us from many Scriptures ; St. Paul tells us, 

By one Spirit we are all Baptiz'd into one Bodly, whether 


Jews or Gentiles, bond or free, and have been all made " C0r.12. 15. 


to drink into one Spirit. To drink into one Spirit, patti- 
cularly relates to the Cup in the Lord's Supper,and by a 
| ©, figure 


- 


 , 


Eph. 4: 13. 
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figure of the-part for the whole, it's put to ſgnifie the 
whole Communion ; but the thing here eſpecially to 
be taken notice of, is, that the Apoitle makes the num- 
ber of thoſe that receiv'd the Lord's Supper to be as 
comprehenſive and univerſal, as that of thote that were 
receiv'd into the Church by Baptiſm; As by one Spirit all 
were baptized into one body, jo all were made to drink 
into one ſpirit. The Apoſtles ſpeaks the fame thing 
again in another place, alluding to the other part of * 
the Sacrament, Ie being many, are one bread and ong 
body, for we are all partakers of one bread ; all the 


* members that conſpired to make up the one body, did 


partake of the one bread ; But if any thingyer can 
be clearer, 'tis that account St. Luke gives us of the 
practice of the firſt Chriſtian Church at Fersſalem , 
where it's faid of the three thouſand that gladly re- 
ceiv'd St. Peter's words, and were by Baptiſm added 
-to the Church, zhey, all the three thouſand, A4nanias 
and Saphira being of the number , continued in the 
Apoſtles doftrine, and in breaking of bread , and in 
prayers. ; 
5. From the end of Church-memberſhip ; which 
is not only for the more ſolemn Worſhip of God, and 
the publick profeſſion of Religion , but alſo for the 
more effe&tual edification and falvation of mens ſouls ; 
By Baptiſm. we were admittedinto the Church, incor- 
porated into that Divine Society,and entitled to all the 
Priviledges of the Goſpel, to the end, that in the uj- 
ty of the faith, and the kuowledg of the Son of God, 
we might come to a perfeit man, unto the meaſure of the 
ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; But how this 1s to be 
attain'd without being admitted to all the Acts and 
Offices of Communion with the Church, tothe Com- 
munion- of Prayers and Sacraments and the Word, 
and all other Priviledges and Duties, 1s not eaſily. to 
. be 
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be underſtood ; hence, we-may obſerve, that edifica- 
tion in Scripture 1s uſually applied to the Church, and 
© tho, the edification of the Church conſiſts in the edifi- 
cation of the particular Members of it, yet becauſe 
that is not to be ha but in the Unity and Communion 
of the Church, 'ris uſually ftiled, the edifying of the . 
Church, and the edifying the bedy of Chriſt ; hence 
Faith is ſaid zo come by hearing, and hearing, by the Word 
cf God ; Hence we are ſaid to be born again, not of cor- 
ruptable ſeed, but of incorruptable, by the Word of God, 
which liveth and abideth for ever ; The ſame is ex- 
preſt in thoſe words of our Saviour's Prayer for his 
Diſciples, Sanitife them through thy truth, thy Word js John 17. 17. 
truth. God's Church is his Family, which he eſpe- 
cially takes care of and provides for, he that is of it 
is under the Schechina, the wing of the Divine Maje- 
fly and his ſpecial grace and providence ; It cannot but 
be of mighty advantage towards our growth and im- 
provement in all Chriſtian graces and virtues, to have 
therein diſpenst to us the lively Oracles of God, and 
proviſion made for a conſtant ſucceſſion of diſpenſers 
of the Bread of Life, to fit it to allneeds and all ca- 
pacities ; Not to be left to the deceits and whiſpers of 
a private ſpirit, to perſonal conjectures or ſecret in{t- 
"nuations, but to have the publick Dofrine of the 
Church, to be our Guide and Leader ; to have our De- 
votions mingled with the concurrent Prayers of all 
God's people, and ſo by their joynt forces, after an Cormur ince - 
- humble, but powerful manner, to befiege and belaguer /” & —_ 
Heaven ; to have before our eyesall the great Examples fate precatio= 
.in God's Church, to have our Faith ſtrengthen'd,* our 7% ambia- 
«0 - heighten'd, our Love inflannd, our Te 
Pentance ju , ” Tercul. 
Hopes and our Comforts raisd by the Holy Commu- 
nion ; Will not the flame of others kindle our zeal 
and affections 2 and will it not put us into a ——_— 
| C 2 | ae ; 
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ph. 4. 12. 


Rom. 10. 1-, 
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of devotion, to fee therein Chriſt Crucified before our * 
Eyes, pouring out his Blood for us, bowing his Head | 
as it were to kiſs, and ſtretching out his Arms as it 
were to embrace,all that are penitent andreturn to him? 
Theſe are ſome of the great Bleſſings and advantages 
that cannot be had but in Church-Communion ; To 
which, if we ſhall add, that our improvement in Holj- 
neſs and Ver tue is more to be aſcribd to the internal 
operations of God's ſpirit, than any virtue or efficacy 
there can bein thoſe external adminiſtrations, and thar 
God is pleas'd to promife his ſpirit to believers,only as 
they are Members of his Church, and no otherwiſe, 
than by the uſe and miniſtry of his Word and Sacra- 
ments, we ſhall farther ſee the neceflity of Mens hold- 
2g actual Communion with the Church, in order to 
their SanCtification and Salvation. 

We are not now diſcourſing what God can or will 
do in ſome extraordinary caſes, when Communion 
with a true viſible Church cannot be had, as ina gene- 
rat Apoſtacy of the Church, or Perſecution for Reli- | 
cion, or unjuſt Excommunication ; but what is God's 
ordinary method and means of bringing Men to falva- 
tion, and that he himſelf tells uz, is by adding them to 
the Church ; and the Lord added to the Church daily | 
ſuch as ſhould be ſaved; To this purpoſe we may ob- | 
ſerve not only in general, that whatever Chriſt did and 
{ufered for Mankind, *twas for them as incorporated 
into a Church ; Chriſt loved his Church and gave him- 
ſelf for it ;' Chriſt redeemd his Church with his own 
blood; Chriſt is the ſaviour of the body, © that is, the 
Church; But alſo in particular, that the Apoſtle con- 
fines the influences and operations of the ſpirit to the 
unity of the Church, there is one body and one ſpirit ; 
Upon this account, v/z. the efficacy of the means af- 
torded in Chriſt's Church, and the neceffity of keeping 

| | in 
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The Cafe of Mixt Communion. 
in Communion with it in order to falvation,was it that 
the Primitive Chriſtians lookt upon it as ſo dreadful a 
thing to be ſhut or caſt out of it ; as latghing a matter 
as ſome now adays makeit, as much as they fl:ght the 
priviledg and benefit to be of Chriit's Church, and 
count it their glory and faintſhip voluntarily to cut off 
themſelves from it, I am ſure, the Primitive Chriſtians 
had a far different opinion of it ; with them to be caſt numjudicarur 
out of the Church, and to be deliver'd upto Satan, fig- 7 7 cm 

: pondere ut 
nified the ſame thing, and the one accounted full as 7,4 cert. 
dreadful a doom as the other ; hence was it that this ler. Apol, 
fentance was rarely paſt againſt an offender, but with | cor. 5: 2. 
grief and ſorrow in him that was torc'd to do it ; and 
that thoſe againſt whom it was paſt, us'd the moſt ar- 
dent importunities, and were willing to undergo the ſe- 
vereſt penances in order to be reitored into the boſom 
of it ; you might have beheld them kifſing the chains 
of imprifowd Martyrs, waſhing the feet of Lazars, 
wallowing at the Temple-doors, on their knees beg- 
ging the Prayers of Saints ; you might have ſeen them 
{tript and naked, their hair neglected , their bodies 
whither'd, their eyes deje&ted, and fomerimes crying 
out in the words of David, as the great Theod»/1us Th*od- H.Ece!. 
in the ſtate of penance, My ſoul cleaveth to the duſt, * © * 
quicken thou me, O Lord, according to thy Word. 


Naz1on.12.0r, 


Thus much ſeems to be enough to be faid on the 
Second Propoſition ; but that our pailage rorhe Third 
may be the clearer, I ſhall add a little by way of An- 
 ſwerto an Objection or two that lies in our way. 
And the firſt 1s, 

O4j. Do not all the Members of Chriſt's Church that 
come to the bleſſed Sacrament, having - not the power 
of Godlineſs, as well as the Form, come unworthily and 
to their own great ſin and danger, no leſs than being 


. 
. guilty 
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! Cor. 11. 27, guilty of the Body and Blocd of Chriſt, and eating and 
| drinking their own damnation2 And can they.have a 
right to that they are ſo unworthy of? In doing which 
they ſin ſo hainouſly ? and for doing which they ſhall 
be puniſhed ſo ſeverely ? 
Anſw. I Anſwer theſe two things : 
r. All, cven the beſt men, in a itrict, legal ſenſe, 
are unworthy, and that evenof common mercies from 
God, much more of this prime Duty and Priviledg 
Plal 39. 5 Of Chriſtianity. Every man in his beſt eſtate is altoge- 
ther vanity : We are all an unclean thing, and our righ- 
12. 39-5- recuſneſs is as filthy rags : The meaning is, all men are 
ſinners, and their belt ſervices imperfect and impure ; 
But then, the right they have to this Priviledg does 
not depend on their own merit and worth, but, as was 
ſa:d betore, on the promiſe of God, when they enter'd 
at firſt into covenant with - him, whereby he was 
pleas'd to oblige himſelf to be their God fo far, and fo 
long, as they continued to be his peopte. 
2. Thoſe Members that we have aſſerted to-have a 
right to the external Priviledges of Chriſ's Church 
are not guilty of that unworthineſs St. Pau! ſpeaks 
of, the fin anddanger whereof is ſogreat ; and this will 
appear by the deſcription he gives of thoſe unworthy 
Communicants: ; 
dratiovg r. They diſcern'd not the Lord's body; he that eats this 
xers, S.Chy- bread, and drinks this cup of the Lord unworthily, is guilty 


Mo | it. 27. of. the body aud blood of Chriſt ; how 2 not diſcerning the 
'Dr. Lightf. in Lord's body. It may be, they did eat it {till, as. a part of 
Joc. the Jewiſh Paſlover, they underſtood not the nature of 


it whar it did repreſent,or for what end it was inſtituted, 
being ignorant of the infinite value and merit of Chriſts 
blood, not at all aTeted with the greatneſs of hislove, 
nor wrought upon by the infiniteneſs of his mercy,and 
a/rogether as void of any ſincere affeQtion and gratiryde 
54 ; to 
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e wrought for 
neither know 


to Chriſt for that mighty —— 

mankind, as the Jew and Pagan, t 

nor believe in him. 

2. They were open and ſcandalous ſinners ; The 

Apoſtles charges them with Schiſms and Diviſions, 
pride and contempt of their brethren, ſenſuality and 
drunkenneſs ; In thoſe early daysof Chriſtianity, the 
Lord's Supper was uſually uſker'd in with a Love-feaſt 
that was eaten juſt before it, but ſo unchriſtian were 
theſe Corinthians,that every one took before other his owy 
Supper, they run into parties, and tho' they had not 
yet left the place, they retus'd to communicate at the 
ſame time with their brethren, The rich deſpisd and 
excluded the poor, that came not fo well provided -as 
they, from-their feaſt, and that which was yet an 
higher aggravation of their ſin, the poor were hungry, 
whilſt the rich fed and pamper'd ther bodies to exceſs 
and luxury : When ye come together, ſays he, this is 
not to eat the Lord's Supper, this 15 no fit preparation 
for it, for in eating every ong takes before other his own 
ſuppergg and one is hungry, and another is drunken : ſuch 
Swine as theſe ought not indeed to-come to the Holy 
Table of our Lord, and ſuch as theſe, as I ſaid, inthe 
beginning of my Diſcourſe on this Propoſition, have 
forteited their right to it, and ought by the Cenſures 
of the Church; to be excluded ; This indeed 1s to be 
unworthy with a witneſs, 7o be guilty of the body and 
blood of Chriſt, or as St. Paul {ometiines words1t in 


13,21,22,ver, 


the caſe of Apoſtacy and other hainous ſins, #o crucifie ye. 5. 6 
afreſh the Lord of Life, to tread under foot the Son of Heb. 10. 16. 


God, aud to count the blood of the Covenant an unholy 
thing ; that is, inan high degree to deſpiſe and vilifie 

- the perſon and. ſuferings of the moſt holy Jeſus,. his 
perſon, as one not worthy to be obeyed and followed, 
his blood, as a thing of no value and merit ;, And 


what 
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what could fuchyPerſons expe, but that.God wonld 
vindicate the h&our of his own Son andthe infinitely 
wiſe contrivance of the redemption of: the World by 
his great undertaking in ſome remarkable way upon 
them, either in this World, by Temporal Judgments, 
for this cauſe many are weak and fickly among/t you, and 
many ſleep ; or in the next, without repentance , by 
their Eternal Damnation ? 

04j. But the Members of Chriſt's Body that come 
to this bleſſed Sacrament, and are deſtitute of faving 
grace, tho' they make a fair profeſſion and are free 
trom ſcandalous fins, are yet in an unconverted condi- 


tion ; and this Sacrament is not a: converting, but a 


confirming Ordinance. 

Anſw. Converſion may be. taken in a two-fold 
ſenſe. 

1. For turning Men from a ſtate of open infidelity, 
to the poote:jion of the Chriſtian Faith, and indeed 
till Men are in this ſenie converted, they are not to be 
admitted to the Sacrament ; neither Jews nor Turks, 
nor any others in a ſtate of Gentzliſm, till by Baptiſm 
they are receiv'd into Chriſt's Church, and make pro- 
tefſion of his Name, can come to 1t. . 

2. Taking converſion, for the turning of thoſe who 
are already baptiz'd, and do profeſs Chrifvs Religion, 
from the Evil of their ways, to a ſerious and hearty 
practice of Holineſs and Virtue,and fo this Sacrament 
is a converting Ordinance. And indeed, I do not know 
any more forceable Arguments to an Holy Life,than 
what are therein repreſented to us: What can more 
work upon ingenuous ſpirits, than the difcovery of ſuch 
undeſerv'd love and kindneſs? Is it not enough to melt 
the moſt frozen heart into Floods of Tears and Joy, to 
behoid therein the Bleſſed Jeſus ſhedding his Blood to 


_ reconcile finners unto God ; What can more powertully 


capti- 


F! BIS | 
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captivate. the moſt rebellious ſpirits into' obedience, 
than;the aſſurance of a pardon of their paſt tranſgreſ- 
ſions by that full propitiatory ' Sacrifice of the Son of 
God. > What can more effectually fright Men. from ſin 
and folly, than the infinite diſpleaſure of God declared 
therein againſt all Iniquity ? How accurſed a thing is 
fin, will the conſidering Communicant fay, that the 
bleſſed Jeſus, who did but take ſin upon him, was 

made a Curſe for it / What a mighty evil muſt ſin needs 

| be, -whken nothing could be ſufficient to expiate it, but 

the Blood of God./ What an'unſpeakable malignity 

muſt ſin have in it, when it laid on the ſhouldiers of 
Omnipotency ſuch a load of wrath, as made him com- 

plain and ſweat, and grone'and die ! ' Again, - Here; we 

repeat our Baptiſmal Vow.to God, ſolemnly engage 

our ſelves afreſh to be his faithful ſervants, and bind 

our ſelves by a new Oath, to be true to. the Covenant 

we have made with him, and certainly that Man 

muſt have a mighty love for- Sinand Death, that can 

break through all theſe Bonds and Obligations to 

come at it. | | x; 


| 3- The Third Propoſition ; That ſome corrupt and 
ſcandalous Members , remaining in the Communion of the 
iChurch, through the want of the due exerciſe of Diſci- 
. pline in it, or the negligence and connivance of the Pa- 
ftors and Governours of it, gives no juſt Canſe for any 
to ſeparate from her. 


.  Grves no juſt Cauſe 5 That which 1s chiefly pretend- 
ed, 1s, That the viciouſneſs of thoſe Members do de- 
rive a ſtain and defilement on the whole Aſſembly, 
and pollute the Worſhip of Sod to others, as well as 
to themſelves; Here therefore I ſhall ſhew what is to 
be done by' us, that we be no way acceſlary to "_— 
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Fleet of Mrs Common 
ſims; and then, upon that condition, that we cannot be 
polluted by their ſinful company. Now many things 
are to be done-by gocd men who are to joyn jx mixt 


_ Aſſemblies that-the Communion receiveno perjudice 


Heb. 3:13. 
. Heb. to. 2þ 


Lex. 19. 19.” 


aly 6.1, 


Ezek. 9. 4. 


by the corruption of ſome of its Members, 


They are frequently to exhort and adviſe them Y 


for th's end are we plac'd in the communion of Saints, 
and tho' to inftruct the Flock . God hath appointed a 
whole Order of Men on purpoſe, yet is it alſo theDuty 


of every private: Chriſtian' in his place and calling, 
to exhort one another daily, whilſt it  cal'd to day? to- 
conſider one another, to provoke unto love und to good 


works. 
They are-prudently'and-with'much-affeftion to ad 
monjth and reprove them ; we muſt not *be fo rudely 


civil as to ſuffer {in'to-lie' upon them - withour diſtur- - 
. bance* ſo runs the 'Precept, Thou ſhalt ' not hate thy 


Brother in thy heart, . but thou fhalt rebuke thy Bri> 
ther, and not : ſuffer fin to be upon him + - and if any 


min be voertaken in a fault, ſays the Apoſtle; ye that - 
are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of meekneſs, . 


confidering that thou alſo may ſt-be tempted. 
They are to bewail their ſins, and to pray for their 


reformation ; this is the true fpirit and'temper of a goog * 
man, he cannot ſce God diſhhonour'd, his Laws trampled * 


upon, his Brother wilfully undoing himſelf, but:hemuſt 
be deeply touch'd-and affeted with it ; Rivers of wa- 


ter rut down my eyes, ſays the” Plalmiſt, becauſe Men + 
keep not thy Law ; . And*'when'in 'Fzekiebs time the 


Jewiſh Church, both-Preifts and People, were very 


much corrupted, the Holy Ghseit gives it as the-partis - 


Eular mark of the faithful and upr:ght, not that they 


ſeparated, but fighed anderyed:for al the abominations © 
that 'were ene in her, Of the ſame holy frame'and 


d.ſpoſ:tion - of ming was -St. Paul he-could not men» 


riom-! 


Pa 
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ra The Caſe of Mixt Commuition. 
tio thoſe in the Church at Philippi, who, whilſt they 
feſt Chriſtiamity,, ſhew'd themfelves. by their ſen- 


ſualty and earthly-mindedneſs to be Enemies to the 
. Croſs of Chriſt, without Sorrow and Tears; Of whom, 


.fays he, I have told you often, and now. tell you weep Phil. 3. 13, 


ing, that they are Enemies to the Croſs of Chriſt , whoſe 
Go is their Belly, GC. th 

They are to avoid, as:much-as they can,their com- 
pany, eſpecially all familiarity with them ; and tho' 
#2 order to their convittion and reformation, :and in 
fich caſes where neceſlary buſineſs requires. it, and the 
publick Worſhip of God can't be perfornyd but in con- 
juattion- withſuch perſons, I-may be in their company 
without blame ; yet in all other cafes, I am to thew 
,my diſlike and: abhorrence of their ſins.by ſhunning 


their ſociety. If any Man obey not our Word by this 2 Thef 2, 14. 


Epiſtle, note that Man ard have no company with him, 
that he may be aſham'd. Again fays the fame Apoſtle, 
# wrote to you in' an Epiſtle, not to keep company, if any 
mar be. a Fornicator ,. or an 1dolater=- or Sc. with ſuch au 
One;, #0, not to eat. WE 

If private and often repeated -Admonitions-by him- 
'felf; or before one or two-more, . willnot do, they are 
:then:to tell: the Church of them, that by its more pub- 
lick Reproofs the ſcandalous Member may be reclaim'd, 
or by itsjuſt Cenſures be cut off from the Communion. 


If he ſhall neglett to hear them, tell it to the Church. with. 1s : " 
Our Church: hath given every Miniſter of a Pariſh Rbr. before 


power: to:refuſe* all ſcandalous. and -notorius' ſinners 
trom- the Lord's. Supper; and as ſlack and as much 
diſus'd as Diſcipline 1s amongſt us, were ſuch perſons 

more generally . inform'd' againſt and'complaind of, 
they. would not find it ſo eafie a matter to continue in 
their Offences and the Church together. 


D>2 You _ 


the Commun, 


"The Caſe of Mixt Commutiton. | 
You ſee by what-means the Church may either'be 
cleard;in ſome meaſure.” of publick Oftenders ,” or 
the Members of it, together- with the Ordinances of 
God ſecur'd fron infection by their fellowſhip. . .By 
this did the Primitive Chriſttans ſhew their Zeal for 
their Religion; as «well as by ſuffering for. it; They 
were infinitely careful to keep the honour of theiy 
Religion unſputted and the Communionof the Chilrch 
as much out of danger, as they © could, from the ma- 
lignant influence of 'bad examples ; for this reaſon they 
watch*d over one another, told them privately of their 
faults; andwhen that would not do, brought. them be- 
fore ithe-cognizance of the Church ;- and tho? lapſing 
iato Idolatry,in times of prefecution,was the common 
ſin, that for ſome Ages chiefly exerciz'd theDiſcipline 
'; : of the Church,  yet.all Offences againſt the Chriſtian 
Law, all Vices and Immoralitzes, that were either pub- 
lick in.themſelves, or made known and-prov'd to the= - 
Church; came alſo” under the Eccleſiaſtical Rod, and 
were.put to open Shame and. Pennance ; this was that 
Diſcipline that preferv*d their Manners ſo Uncorrupt; 
and made their Religion ſo Renowr'd and Triumphant 
mthe World ; and how happy would it be for us 1n this: 


25 


Pretacet9t9? \oofe and degenerate Age, (as our own Church expreſ- 


CO1Mnat, 


T7 OI 


Tit. 3. laſt. 


{&5 her withes and defires)were 1t again in its due 
Force and. Vigour | reſtored and  reſetled amongſt 
TRY S © © ST ITN 4 
But, if after all imaginable care and endeavour by 
private Chriſtians, ſome ſcandalous Members,through 
the defets of Power in the Diſcipline, or of. Care and 
Watchtulneſs in Governours, - ſhould remain in-the 
Church, . whatever pollurion: thoſe whoſe Officeit is 
zo: rebuke with all Authority, may :draw on themſelves 
by ſuTering it, -private Members, that are no way,nei- 
ther by conſent, nor councel, nor excuſe, accetiary to ' 
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The Caſe of Mixt Communion. © 
their Sin, can receive none ; for ſin' no otherwiſe pol- 
ſutes, than as it is in the will, not as it is in the under- 
ſtanding,as.it's choſe.and embrac'd,& not as it's known z 
I may know Adultery and yet be Chaſt, ſee Strife and 
Debate in the City and yet be Peaceable, hear Oaths 
and Curſes and yet tremble at God's Name ; Noah was 
a good Man in an evil World, Lo a righteous perſon 
amongſt the converſation of the wicked ; neither is 
there any more fear of pollution from wicked Men in 
Sacred than in Civil Society ; Our .Saviour and lis 
Apoſtles were not the leait defilkd by that Society they 
had with Seribes and Phariſees, nor by that Familiarity 
they had with the accnrſed Fudas, tho' he eat the Paſs- 
over with them,and they kept him company after they 
knew him to be a Traytor ; What pollution did 44e/ 
receive from Caix when they Sacrifie'd together 2 Or 
Elkanah and Hannah from Els Debauched Sons,when 
at S$hilo they Worſhipt together ?' The good and bad 
indeed Communicate together”, but in what ? not in 
ſin, but in their common duty ; and tho' to Conimu- 
nicate with ſin is ſin, yet to Communicate with a ſinner 
in that which is not ſin can be none; Communion is 
a common union, many partaking of onething where- 
in they do agree, now the common union of the good 
and bad in the Church is nor 1n evil, bur in hearing 
of the Word, in receiving of the Sacrament, and in 
other holy Ordinances and Exerciſes ; when therefore 
ſome do evil, the Commun.on in ſpiritual things is not 
polluted”; - becauſe evil is no part of the union in 
common one with another, but the error of Man by 
himſelf, out of the Communion, wich he himſelf, and 
they only that have been partakers with him in it,ſhall 
anc b ] 
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| [ Cor. $..6. 


.X Cor. I, 11. 


Fer. 7. 


2 Cor. 30. 


wicked. 
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- 04j. But does not the Apoſtle fay, 4 little leaves 
lequeneth the whole lump ? . Mt * 
Anſ. This is a proverbial ſpeech, and ſhews _ 
that ſin, like leaven, is of a very ſpreading and diffu- 
ſive nature, not that it aftuallydefiles where it is not 
admmitted : A People in one Aſſembly are as a lump, 
avd a wicked perſon amongſt them is as leaven, bur 
now altho' the leaven is apt to conveigh it ſelf through 
the whole lump, yet only are thoſe parts aQtually lea» 
ven'd with it that take the. leaven ; ſo it is with the 
Church, the ſinner by his bad example is apt toſpread 
the infeftion through the whole body, bat only. ſuch 
as allow or any way communicate with him in his ſin, 
are aQtually inte&ted ;. ſuchas Chloe, thar reprove the of- 
fender and preſent him,doing their utmoſt endeavour in. 
their place ro reform him, remain. in ſpight of its ma- 
lignity, unpolſuted : Beware of the leaven of the Pha- 
riſees, fays our Saviour, he-adviſeth not. his Diſciples 


-. 


0 leave their Aſſemblies , but to beware. that _ 


take no leaven of them ;_ ſhewing thereby, that a g 

Man that ſtands upon his gaurd may be: where leaverr 
is and yet not.be leaven'd ;, The inceſtuous perſon was. 
not caſt; out. of. the Church-of Corinth, and: yet the 
Apoſtle: fays, at leaſt of ſome of them, ye are unlea- 
verd: And why. may not. the joynt Prayers of the 
.Church and. the Examples: of Pious and Devourt Men 
in the Communion, be as ſovereign an antidote againſt 
the infection, as the:bare company of wicked:Men is 
of power toconvey. it-2 Why ſhould not the holy Ordi- 


_ Gances.of God and the preſence of holy Men ar them be 


of as much virtue an efficacy to purge and ſanQifie the 
whole body, as the impurities of the bad are toſtainand 


|g. Pollute it ; eſpecially conſidering that the ſins of the 


wicked ſhall never be imputed to the righteous,but the 
Prayers of the rightcous have obtaind pardon for the: 
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Oh, But wore norths pellations of fin” eypitied by Nuts 29 I 


the legal uncleanneſſes?> And was not every t 
the uuclean perſon touch'd, made unclean ? 

 Anſ. Thoſe legal and ceremonial pollutions concern 
not- us under the Goſpel ;- we may touch a grave, a 
dead perſon, a leper, and not at all bethe'lets clean; 
it's not any outward 'uncleannefs, but the corruption 
and depravity of the inner man that incapacitates 


ng that 


I3, 26. 


men” for the Worſhip' of God and Communion with - 


him. | 

2. Thoſe legal polſutions did not defile the'whole 
Communion, but only thoſe particular perſons whom 
the unclean perſon touch'd, for (1.) There was no fa- 
crifice'appointed for any ſuck pollution as came upon 


all for the fin of ſome few. (2.) Tho! the Prophets 


many times reproved the Prieſts for not ſeparating 2he 


clean from the uvclean, the precious from the vile, the _ F-5 
holy from the prophave, yet did they never teach, that © EO 


becauſe' the unclean came into ' the Congregation 
through the neglect of rheir duty, the whole Commu- 
_ pion was polluted by it ; but as many as touch'd the 


26. 


unclean perſon' were unclean, fo as many as have fel- 
lowſhip with 'the wicked intheir fins are polluted by: 
i to partake with men in their ſins in a moral ſenſe 


anſwers to thelegal rouching. an unclean thing, 


+ When it's fai& that the'unclean perſon, that did : 


not purifie himſelf, defled the Tabernacle and' polluted 
the Sanituary, the meaning-}is, that he did fo to him ' 
felf, but notto others ; ſo does a wicked man, the Ordi- * 
Aances of Gat, in reſpe$t of hifn{elf, bur not of others :-- 


The Prayers of the wicked, tho? joyn'd with thoſe of 
tlie Church, 'are an abominatiap' unto God,' whilſt at 


the ſame time the Prayers of good men go- up as2 * 
Feet ſmelling favour and are accepted by hm ; The ' 
perſon that comes unworthnly to the Sacrament of the | 

"mM Lord's 
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The Caſe of Mixt Communion. | 

Lord's Supper, eats and drinks Judgment to. himfelf , 
but that hinders not, but that thoſe who. at the ſame 
time come better prepared, may do it-to' their own 
Eternal Comfort and Salvation ; To the pure-al/ things 
are pure, but to them that are defild and unbelieving 
, Wi pure, but even their Mind and Conſcience is 

efil d. 1 
The weakneſs of this ſuggeſtion, that the whole 
Communion and the *Ordinances of God are polluted 
by the wicked Mans company at and among them, 
being laid open ; The truth of the Propoſition may 
be farther evinc'd from theſe particulars - 5 
\ I. From the example of God's People in the Church 
of the Jews ; We donot find that the. ſins either of the 
Prieſts or the People became at any time an occaſion 
of ſeparation to them ; What fins could be greater 
than thoſe of E1;'s Sons? What higher *aggravations 
could there be of ſin > Whether we conſider the qua- 
lity of the perſons- that ſinn'd, being the'High-Prieſts 
Sons, or the publick ſcandal aced impudence ofthe fin, 
Lying with the women before the door of the Tabernacle ; 
yet did not the People of God, not Elkarab and FHan- 
wah by name, refrain- to' come up to $Shilo and to joyn 
with them in the publick Worſhip : Nay, they are ſaid 
to ?ranſgreſs who refus'd ro come, tho' they refus'd 
out of abhorance and deteſtation to the wickedneſs of 
thoſe Men ; They abhorr'd the ſacrifices of the Lord ; 
yemake the Lord's people to tranſgreſs : In AhaFÞ's time, 
when almoſt all' /rae/ were [olaters and halted be- 
twixt' God and Baal, yet then did the Prophet Elijah 
ſummon all 7rae/ toigppear on Mount Carmel, and 
held a Religious Cemmunidn with-them-in Preaching 
'and Praying,and offering a Miraculous Sacrifice ; -net- 
ther did the Seven 'Thouſand that had kept themſelves 0 
"abt upright - _ - F. 
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The Caſe of Mixt Communion: 


upright and. not bowed their knee to Baz!, abſent 
'-.themfelves becauſe of the Idolatry of the reſt , but 


. they all came and join'd in that publick Worthip per- 
'form'd -by the Prophet : AZ the People fel! on their 
faces, ſaying, the Lord he is Ged, the Lord he 1s Ged. 

All. along the Old Teitament , when both Frince, 
and Prieits, and People, were very much depravd 

and debauch'd in their manners, we do not find 
that the Prophets at any time exhorted the faith- 
ful-and ſincere to ſeparate , or that they themſelves 


ſet up any ſeparate Meetings, but continued in Com- - 


munion with. the Church, Preaching to them,and Ex- 
hcr-ing them to Repentance. 


_ 2. From the Example of God's People in the New 
Teſtament ; In the Apoſtolick Churches of Corineh, 
Galatia, and the feven Churches in Aja, many of 
the Members were grown very bad and ſcandalous, 
yet do we not read of the example of any good Man 
ſeparating from the Church, or any ſuch Precept from 
the Apoſiles ſo todo; They do not tell them that 
the whole Body was polluted by thoſe. filthy Mem- 
bers, -.«nd that, if they ' would be fafe themſelves, 
they muſt withdraw-from their Communion , bur 
"Exhort them to uſe all means to reclaim them, and 
if neither private nor publick Admonitions and Re- 
proofs . would do, then to ſuſpend them from the 
Communion of the Church , till by Repentance and 
Amendment they render'd themſelves capable of being 
reſtored to Peace and Pardon ; The Spirit of God in 
the Second of the Revelarion, ſends his Initructions to 
the Angels, that _ is, to the Biſhops of thoſe ſeven 
Churches in Afia, ( whoſe Office it was) to Preach 
Repentance to them, and by their Authority, to m__ 

| E | abules 
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abuſes, but gives them no Command to ceaſe the piſh- 


lick Adminiſtration, or to adviſe the unpoHuted part 
to ſeparate. from the reſt ; nay, altho' thoſe Candle- 


ſticks were-very fon}, yet was our Lord pleas'd: fill 


to bear with them, and to walk in the midjt of them ; 
and certainly fo ſong as Chriſt affords his prefence 
in a Church, none of its Members ought to withdraw 
theirs. - | 


3. From our Saviour's own example , who, net- 
withanding the Church of the Jews in his trme was 
a moſt .corrupt Church, and the Members of it very 
leud and vicious, yet kept tm Cormanion withit, and 
commanded . his Diſciples fo to do : We read that 
the Scribes and Phariſees, who rul'd the Eeclefiaſtical 
Chair at that time, had perverted the law, corrupted 
the worſhip of God , were blind guides, devoured 
widows houſes, were hypocrites and ſuch as only had 
a form of gedlineſs ,- yet did not our Saviour ſeparate 
from their Communion ; bur was made. under the 
Law, freely fabjeted himfef to all the Rites and 
Ceremonies of it, he was circumeis'd on the eighth 
day,redeem'dby a certain price;being a Son anca Firſt- 
born, obfery'd-their Paſsover and/other Feaſts-enjoinid 
by their Law, yea, andthat of: the dedication too,thg” 
but of humane inititution, was baptiz'd amongſt theny, 
preach'd in their Temples and Synagogues, reaſon'd 
with then about Religion, exhorted his ' Diſciples to 
hear their Do&rine, tho' nor to follow'their Practice ; 
What greater cauſe on the account of cortuption in 
manners could te-given to ſeparate from-a Church, 
than was here? yet how careful was our Saviour berh 
by his Example and Precept, to forbid and diſcountes 
nance it ; They fit- in Moſes's chair, hear them... 


4 Form 


| 4 


bh "35 
LIES) LEED. RN”. FO = 
By FRE, wee 2, nd > 2h, bole MASS os ev _2 "ER 
CE OE rg 5 154 > aA e BE ae = P 
6 > 


ES De ad et tt 


The Caſe of Mixt Cammiatilow. | 3} 3 ; 


4- From the Apoſile's expreſs command to hold 
communion with the Church of Ccriath, notwith- 
ſtanding the many and great immoralities that were 
among't the Members of it; There were Schiſms 1 Cor.1.12,13, 
and contentions amongſt them, ſtrifes and envyings , | © by 
fornication and ince(t, eating at the Idols table, and © 

% coming not ſo ſoberly as became them to the table of 
our Lord; yet; does the Apoiile not only not com- 
mand them to ſeparate, bur approves their meeting 
"together ,, andexhorts them to continue it , Bug /er Cor: 5: 4 F 
a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that m—_— 
' Bread , and drink of that Cup ; In which words the 
Apoſtle plainiy ſolves the Caſe I am ditcourſing on,and 
ſhews w2at private Chriſtians, . in whoſe power ir 
is not jucicially to correct Vice, are to do,. when 
. they ſee fo many vicious Members intruding to the 
bleikd Sacrament ; wiz, not to abſtain from it, but 
by preparation and examination of themſelves to 
take care that they be not of their number ; It to 
ſeperate, had been the way, the Apolile would then 

have manag'd his Diſcourſe aſtet this manner, There 
| are many Schiſms and Strifes in the Church , there 
is an inceſtuous perſon not caſt out, many proud 

| _cantemners of their Bretheren, Men of firange opi- 
nions, ; of untam'd appetites, and unbridled pailions, 
and. therefore TI adviſe you not to come among(t 
them, nor to partake of the Holy Sacrament with 
them, leſt you be infected with their Sores , and 
partake of their Judgments ; But adviſing Men to 

Tr examine them{flves, and then -to come, he plainly 

intimates, that *rwas their duty to continue in the 

Communion of the Church notwithſtanding theſe ; 

as if he had ſaid, Ido not mention the foul Enoxmities 
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The Caſe of Mixt Communion. 


of ſome that come to this holy Table, _ to diſcourage | 


vou from coming, leſt ye ſhould be polluted: by their 
ſins, but to excite you to a due care and examination 
of your ſelves, that you be not pollured by any ſinful 
a&ts and compl:ances of your own, and then there's no 


danger of being defild by theirs. | | 


But as clear and fatisfattory as this Propofition 
2ems to be, it yet ſutiers very muclt from the Excep- 
tions of ſome weak Underiſtandings, who meeting 
ofren in Scripture with ſuch Commands and Exhor- 
tations as thels to ſeparate, to come out, not to touch, 
70 have no fellowſhip with, and the like , preſently, 
without ſtaying to examine the ſenſe of the Texts , 
conclude, that 1t- is the duty and charaQter of good 
Ven to be always ſeparating ; and tho, wherever 


'rhoſe places of Scripture are tound, they are for tlie 


moſt part to be underſtood with relation to Idolaters 
and TIdolatrous PraQtices , either amongſt Fews or 
Gentiles , yet will they have them extended to every 
thing and perſon that either really is, or they think 
fit to call, & Corruption, or a corrupt Member in the 
Church of God. E; | | 


Many Textsof Scripture are miſunderſtood and mil- 


 applid by them to this purpoſe ; I ſhall inſtance only 


in two as the chief, and hope in reſcuing them from 
the falſe gloſſes they labour under, to give a deliver- 
ance to all the reſt. The firſt is, | 


04j. 1. Thoſe words of the Apoſtle, Wherefore come 
ont from among them, and be ye ſeparate, faith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing. | 


| Auf. 


he Caſe of Mixt Communion. as 35 * 
| Anſ. This being the main place to which they fly 
| upon all occaſions as their tirongeſt hold, I ſhall give 
| ._ It. a more. particular conſideration, and that by ſhew- 
I ing theſe three things ; (r.) The occaſion of this Apo- 
| 
| 


ſtolical admonition. (2.) What were the perfons 
the converted Corinthians were to ſeparate trom. 
(3-) What was the unclean thing they were not to 
—_— | 


r. What was the occaſion of this Apololical Ex- 
hortation: To this purpoſe you-muſt know that the 
converted Corinthzans liv'd in, civil Society amongſt 
the -unbelieving Gentiles, by whom many of them 
being their kinstolk and friendsafter the fleſh, were often ; 
invited to their Idok-feaſts, to which ſoine of them 1 Cor. to. 25 
did not ſcruple to go and eat of the things facrific'd to 
Idols, even in the Idol's Temple, . thinking it not un- * ©®: 8. #0. 
lawful to do fo,. fo long as they knew thatan Idol 
was nothing, and did not intentionally go and eat in 
any honour to the, Idol. Now from this Practice the , c,,g_, 
| Apoſile difluades them by theſe two Arguinents ; 
(r:) Upon the account of ſcandal to their weak bre- 
thren, telling them that tho' they that were ſtrong, 
knew that an [dol was nothing in the World, and thar 
there. was but one God, and fo could not be ſuppos'd 
to worſhip, the Idol when they eat of the Idol's facri- 
fice.z yet ſome other weal: Chriſtians and new Con» 
verts might not know ſo much, and conſequently by 
their practice might be drawn into ſin,not only to go to 
thoſe Feaſts, but to do it in honour to the Idol. (2. As 

" harmleſs an ation as they efteem'd it, that 'twas ' 
' plain Idolatry ; Be not ye 1dolaters, _ as were fome of , cy. 1,0 1 4 


them, as it is written, they fate down to eat and tg 
a> ink 
uh, 


Cor. 8, 7. 
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36 The C aſe of Mixt Communion. REI ; 
. drink, and roſe up to play; that is, they eat of thoſe 
Exod. 32. 6, Sacrifices that had been offeredup to the golden Caff; 
and that this Ation was Idolatrous, he proves by an 
Analogy it bears to a Rite of the fame nature , 
both amongit Jews and Chriſtians, for as the Jews, 
when they - teaſted on the Sacrifices, did it in honour 
1 Cor. 10.18. to God, to whom the Sacrifices were offer d, and 
as the Chriſtians, when they partake of the Lord's 
ver. 16. Supper,” do itin honour to Chriſt, whoſe Death and 
Pafiion is therein. commemorated, fſo' when they 
did eat of the Idols Sacrifices , they muſt have been 
thought to do it in honour to the Idol, becauſe to 
the Idol was the Sacrifice offer'd. Bur , bleſſed be 
God, we have not the like occafion for ſuch an Ex 
hortation, we live not in a civil. fociety with Ido» 
laters, but under a Chriſtian Prince , and with a 
People proteſſing the Chriftian Religion ; - Here are 
no publick Idols fer up, nor any. Feaſts kept 'in ho- 
nour of them; had the Caſe been thus with us, 
we had been as much concern'd in the Text as the 
Corinthians were, but being far otherwiſe , not the 
leaſt aid can be fetchr from ; roll , to defend Sepa- 
ration from our Publick Aſſemblies. ; 


2. Who were the perſons the Chriſtian” Corin- 
th:axs were requir'd to ſeperate from : They were no 
better than ,Z»believers, than Irfidels, than Idola- 
ters; What fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with un+ 
righteouſneſs > And what communion hath light with 
darkneſs And what concord hath Chriſt with Be- 
lial > Or what part hath he that believetl/ with an 
Difidel > And what agreement hath the Temple of God 
with Idols > And then it fellows, wherefore come out 
from amourſt them, &c, Bur now becauſe ' Chriſtians, 


by 
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by the. Apoſtles command were to ſeparate from the 
Aſſemblies of Heathen Idolaters , does it therefore 
follow that  chey muſt ſeparate from the Aſſemblies 
of Chriſtians, becauſe ſome, who while they pro- 
fes Chriſt, do- not. live like Chriſtians, afford their 
preſence at them 2 Is there no difference Letwixt a 
Pagan and. an- lafdel, that denies Chriſt and worſhips * 
Devils, and an.immoral Chriſtzan, who: yet outwardly 
owns. Cheſt. and workhips the true God ; Betwixt 
2 Church. wholly made up of MHeathens and Jdolaters, 
and a Church made up of a mixture of good and bad 
Chriſtians together. * 


VEL : 
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3- What is the unclean thing they are not to toueh'; 
wz. the unclean and' abominable PraCtices-that. were 
usd by the Heathens 1in the Worſhip of their Gods. 
It's calfd by the Apoſtle in another place , the as yy, 415) 
fruitful works of darkneſs , and again, thus deſcrib'd 
by him, zt's a ſhame . to ſpeak of thoſe things that are 
done of them. in. ſecret ; Theſe they were not to 
touch, to have no. fellowſhip with them in , bur 
rather to. reprove rhem, that 1s in judgment to cori- 
demn them, by words: to. reprove them, in conver- 
fation to. avoid-therm, But now becauſe Chriſtians 
are not to communicate with Heathens in their fil- 
thy myſteries, nor to partake with any ſort of wick- 
cd Men in any Attion that's Immoral, does it there- 
fore follow, that. they: muſt nor do their duty, be= y 
cauſe ſometimes 1t cannot be done but m their com- 
pany ? Muſt they abſtain from the Pablick Worlhip 
of God and their Lord's Table., to which they are 
commanded, becauſe Evil Men..who, till they repent, 
'have nothing to do rhere,. rudely intrude themſelves ? 
May they not joyn with bad Men .ig ſome caſes, 
| Where 
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-\ The Caſe of Mixt Communion. 
where it cannot be well avoided; in doing a good 
Avﬀtien ? becaufe they muſt .in_ no caſe and on no-ac- 
count joyn ' with them in doing a ſinful- one ? * Be- 
cauſe they have omitted their Duty ;/ muſt I negle& 
mine 2 Becauſe they- fin in coming unpreparedly , 
muſt I fin in not coming at all? Will ' their ſin be 
any plea or excuſe for mine ? If I Communicate with 


I ſeparave becauſe of that, ſhall they anſwer for my 

contempt , as well as for their own prophanation 
Þ. of it? No ſurely, every Mqn ſhall bear his own 
”  Erek. 18.20, burden. The ſoul that finneth , it. fhall dye. The 
E ſecond is, that Text, ne S 


06. 2.. In the Revelation, Come oat of her my people, 
18..4 that ye be not partakers of her ſins, and that ye receive 
not of her plagues. | ” | | 


_* Auſw. This © place is moſt certainly to be under- 
ſtood of Tdolaters, and according to moſt Interpre- 
fers,” of the Roman Tdolatrous Polity , and is a com- 
mand to all Chriſtians to forſake the Communion of 
that ,,Church', leſt 'they ' endanger. their own falva- 


[dolatrous Worſhip. And if this be the true ſenſe of the 
words, it abundantly juſtifies our Separation from the 
Roman Church, Buraffords not the leaſt plea for Diſſen- 
ters fo ſeparate from ours,  unleſs'any of :them are fo 
hardy as to ſay, that there is none, or but little diffe- 
rence betwixt the Church of Rowe and the Church of 
England. But bleſſed be God \, we have a Charch 
reform d from all her Superſtitions, that retains no- 
thing of hers, but whar fhe-retains' of the Goſpetand 
SN Than, HEY HT 60 OY 
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them, will their unworthinefs be laid at my door 7 If 


fion by Communicating with her in Maſſes and other 


The Caft of * Mixt Combine 39 * 
Here's: no drowning Religion in ſhadow and for- ; 
mality, nor burying her under a load of ritual and ce- 
| remoniat Rubbiſh, nor drefliig up Religion in a flant- 

> ing PRs to ſet her off,” or a gaudy garb to recom- 

mend her, much-lefs in ſuch fantaſtical Rites, fuch an- 
tick Veſtments and Geſticulations that may juſtly 
render her ridiculous and contemptible ; bur her 
Ceremonies are few and deeent, countenanc'd by Pri- | 
mitive Antiquity, and very much becoming the gra- 
vity and ſobriety of Religion. | oy 


; 
| _ .- Hereare no Half-Cotmmunions ; no more Sacra- _ 
| ments thruſt upon us than our Lord himſelf intiituted, F 
and-yet thoſe left whole and entire, for our uſe and 
comfort, that he did; no Prayers in an unknown 
Tongue, - which the votary neither minds nor under- 
flands; no praying to Saints or Angels; no adoring 
S- Images, Pictures, and Reliques ; no worthipping the 
' » Creature-theſides or more than the Creator , which r&& 7» 
they do, whoin ell their publick Offices of Devotion, == 
for one Priyerto God, have order*d ten to be made 
to: the blefled Virgin. | 


| Heres ffs: DoAtirie obtruded on - 6ur Faith that's 
contrary to reafort,- ney,” tofenſe; toall our ſenſes, - 

| go: Prattices aHlowed: that are forbidden by God , no 

Pardons t6 ke botght, no Indylgences to be ptrchas'd 

g0-expuniging atty one Commandment out of rhe De- 
 ealogue, or eontriving 'arts'and devices to' make. void 
the:reſt;- butas her Devotions are pure and ſpiritaal, 
having God, znf bim only, for their objc&;* fo her 
4 Dod@rine is found 4nd- orthodox, having Chriſt for its 
1 Corner-ftone,” and the Prophets and Apoſtles for its 
; Foundation. TELTACIEE CERT BEI a” - b5:: on 


F A Church 
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A Church. that needs no counterfeit Legends, no - 
incredible Miracles, no ridiculous Fables to promote 
her veneration, whoſe ſecurity lies not in the Peoples 
ignorance, but in their inlightned underſtandings; 
that can defend it ſelf without the help; of ſpurious 
Authors, or corrupting the words and ſenſe of Authen- 
tick ones, a Church that dares to be underſtood , and 
is ſure, the more ſhe's lookt 'into, the more tobe em- 
brac'd and admir'd. | bs ; itt 

And I would toGaod, *twas aseaſie a matter to clear 
every one of her Members from Vice, as-it is her Con- 
{titution from Corruption,z But let thoſe that ſtand) 
take heed leſt they fall, and be ſure to ſweep. their awn 
door clean, who are ſo. apt to throw dirt/in the faces 

of their Fellow-Chriſtians ; St. Paufs advice is, that 
every Man ſhould examine himſelf , and Jam much. 
miſtaken, if ſpiritual pride, a raſh and cenforiousjudg- 
ing of our Bretheren ; be not as great a crime,.:as fame 


os ot thoſe that are lookt upon to be of. ſo pollutivg aud 


infetious a nature 1n other Men ; I need not fay, how 
dire&ly opoſite this Phariſfaicaf humour 1s to that hus 
mility, meekneſs and ſelf-denial that the Goſpel of our 
Saviour injoyns 2 hew unſuitable to the temper of 7all- 
good Men, who are more apt to ſuſpe&t and accuſe 
themſelves, than others, who,” the - more holy they 
are, the more ſenſible of their own imperfetions. 3 
How contrary- to the example of our. bleſſed Lord ; 
who balkr. not at any 'time the ſociety of Publicans 
and ſinners, who when he knew what was in Man;:and 
who it was that ſhould betray him, yet admitted: Judas 
into the number of his Diſciples,' and - familiarly con-: 
verſt with him 2 And yet, how fully it anſwers to the 
Spirit and Genius of choſe ancient Schiſmaticks; the; 
| Nowa» 
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' The Caſe of Mix? Communion. - 
| Novatians and the Donatifis > Might I Gay to run the 
parallel, both thoſe Schiſms, and this amongſt us,would 
be found to begin on rhe fame Principles, ſlackneſs of 
Diſcipline in the Church, and corruption in Manners; 
To be carried on by the fame pretences, zeal tor purity, 
and fear of pollution ; to ſpring from the fame bitrer 
fountain, pride and arrogance ; But I ſpeak not this 
to excuſe our ſelves, or to recriminate them ; My 
hearty Prayer to God is, Zhat all Ifarel may be ſaved ; 
that they, who diſſent from us, would now, at laſt, lay 
aſide all paſſion and prejudice, all groundleſs ſcruples 
and pretences, and come in and joyn their forces with 
our Church againſt the common Adverſary ; And that 
we, Who proteſs our ſelves Members of the Church of 
England, would be extreamly careful, for the honour 
of our Religion, for the preſervation of our Church , 
for the recovery of our ſtraying Bretheren, (for whoſe 


fakes, in ſome caſes, we are bound to lay down our: 


lives) to lay down our fins, . and, inſtead of blocking 
upthe way againgſt any, by ſcandalous living, invite 
andallure them all in, by exemplary Holineſs and Pu- 
rity, and this Tam ſure, how ſhort ſoever my Diſcourſe 
comes of, would be afull Anfwerto, and a perfet 
Confutation of this Obje&ion. 
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